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crete and particular facts*     But the   abstract
thinker should not withdraw too far.

Sir Henry Maine speaks (p. 185) of "the
saner political theorist, who holds that in secular
matters it is better to walk by sight than by
faith." He allows that a theorist of this kind,
as regards popularly elected chambers,'" will be
satisfied that experience has shown the best
Constitutions to be those in which the popular
element Is large, and he .will readily admit that,
as the structure of each society of men slowly
alters, it is well to alter and amend the organi-
sation by which this element makes itself felt."
Sir Henry Maine would surely have done better
service in this grave and difficult discussion,
if he had dealt with views which he mistrusts,
as they are really held and expressed by sane
theorists, and not by Insane theorists out of
sight. In France, a hundred years ago, from
causes that are capable of explanation, the
democracy of sentiment swept away the de-
mocracy of utility. In. spite of casual phrases
m public discussion, and in spite of the incen-
diary trash of Bed journalists without influence,
it is the democracy of reason, experience, and